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Our Seventy Second anniversary was certainly a night to remember from the minute the doors 
opened to the when assembly went down town to boogie at the Warehouse Club for the after 
party. The Bell Bottoms and polyester were out on display along with Afros, glitter, platform 
shoes and Granny Glasses. 

Chairman Todd R. did a tremendous job along with the committee and the chefs and servers at 
Banquet Masters. 

The sobriety countdown showed that our diverse group had one member with 53 years and an-
other at 5 days! There was a lot of joy in escape from disaster evident in everyone’s cheering and 
clapping. 

Our speaker Butch from Ontario Canada was a true and humble voice of experience strength and 
hope to all who heard him.  He was extremely eloquent and at times very funny but carried a 
message with a definite underlying serious slant. He got a rousing standing ovation. 

There were so many baskets from so many groups it took about forty minutes to raffle them all 
off!  Thanks to all involved for their efforts and thanks to those efforts I know that THIS sober 
alcoholic is looking forward to next year by the grace of our Higher Power and the support of our 
wonderful fellowship.  Anonymous 
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1947 — Nell Wing started work at Alcoholic Foundation, 
415 Lexington Avenue, NYC.  

1891 — Lois W. was born. 

1947 — Nell Wing met Bill W. for the first time. 

1945 — Time Magazine reported first of a series of De-
troit radio broadcasts by AA members.  

1940 — Bill and Lois W. visited Philadelphia AA group. 

1941 — Boston newspaper reported that any drunk who 
wanted to get well was more than welcome at the AA 
meeting at 115 Newbury St., at 8 PM Wednesdays. 

1944 — New York Intergroup was established.  

1941 — First AA group in New Haven, CN, was formed. 

1881 — Dr. Bob’s wife, Anne, was born. 

1966 — Ebby T., whom Bill W. called his sponsor, died 
sober.  

1951 — William Duncan Silkworth, MD, died at Towns 
Hospital. He helped more than 40,000 alcoholics during 
his lifetime. 

1984 — Clarence S., “Home Brewmeister,” died at 81. 

1947 — 1st AA group formed in London, England.  

 

Where/ When Feb. 2017 

   (Changed Meetings)  

Walsingham Group- WCA 

Sabala Plaza 14100 Walsingham Rd. Suite 

Type: Tuesday , OD Meeting time change only. 12.00 

pm effective 2-7-17 

 

Ain’t  Misbehavin Group  

Safety Harbor 3265 State Rd. 580 

Added Group# 00072-08-56 

 

 

(Deleted Meetings)                          

The Solution, Palm Lake Christian Church 5401 22nd Ave 

North.  Deleted Meeting Place and Meeting Thursday CBB 

Cnlight.7pm  

Bulletproof Mens Meeting, Rebo’s Club Mon-
day Nights 
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 Archives 3rd Saturday 130pm 

 Alano Club - Dolphin Village 

 4615 Gulf Blvd. #112                    
 St. Pete Beach 

 Corrections 2nd Monday 630pm 

 Central Office                   
 8340 Ulmerton Rd  #220 Largo 

 Grapevine 3rd Saturday 11am 

 Central Office                               
 8340 Ulmerton Rd 

 #220 Largo 

 Intergroup 3rd Monday 7pm 

 Holy Cross Church 

 7851 54th Avenue N., St. Pete 

 Literature Committee 

 1st Wednesday 630pm 

 Panera Bread | Bardmoor Village 

 10801 Starkey Rd   

 Largo 

 PI/CPC Last Monday 6pm 

 Central Office                           
 8340 Ulmerton Rd  #220 Largo 

 Special Needs Last Thursday 6pm 

 REBO’s 4001 74th Street N.                                      
 St. Petersburg, 33709       

 Treatment Last Saturday 10am 

**NEEDS VOLUNTEERS TO TAKE   
MEETINGS TO VARIOUS FACILITIES! ** 

 The 1250  Room 

 1250 Seminole Blvd. Unit #3     
 Largo  

 Website 3rd Saturday 10am 

 Central Office 

 8340 Ulmerton Rd. #220 

 Largo 

 

Corrections would like to Thank: 

Primary Purpose, Holiday Isles, GOYA, Seminole Group &  

Today in Sobriety  

For donating Literature in February. 

You can donate new or gently used literature at the  

Intergroup Meeting each month 

 

 

 

 

Gratitude Dinner Committee Meeting 

April 2nd | Central  Off. | 5pm  

Ft. De Soto Picnic Volunteers 

April 23rd | Pavilion 4 F| Ft. De Soto Park  

Contact Picnic Chair Tom Fortdesotopicnic@gmail.com 

Co Chair Intergroup Steering Committee 

Website Maintenance Chair 

2nd Tuesday Steering Com. Meeting |3rd Monday Intergroup Meeting 

Helpline Hospitality Suite SERCYPAA 

June 2nd 9 to 11pm | Volunteers & Food Needed | Call Central Office or Helpline Chair 

Dave R 727-543-3343 

  

 

 

Area 15 Assembly 

April 79th | Boca Raton | Marriott 

Treatment Committee 

Last Saturday | 10am | 1250 Room 

Corrections Committee 

Corrections Committee is looking for men that would be open to Sponsoring 

men at West Care Foundation in St. Petersburg. We have started a Men’s Big 

Book Study on Saturday nights from 7 PM- 8:30 PM. From 7 PM- 7:30 PM, we 

will have a “meet & greet.” This half hour will provide an opportunity for you 

to meet the guys and connect with them.  

The 12 Step Pinellas County 

Helpline Needs more Volunteers: 
Scan the QR code to go right to the sign up page! 

Service Opportunities Pinellas County  
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(PCI publishes material and articles in this newsletter that are created by 3rd parties. PCI does not endorse or assume responsibility for any 3rd party material or articles.)  

Groups, Meetings and this Month in AA 

Meetings 

Meetings are the mainstay of Alcoholics Anonymous. There are over 

600 meetings weekly in Pinellas County. A chairperson, who is usual-

ly a member of the group, will open the meeting and follow the for-

mat for the type of meeting it is --beginner, speaker, discussion, etc. 

If the chairperson asks if there are any newcomers, feel free to raise 

your hand and give your first name. This way, people will know 

you're new and will be able to help you even more.  

We have over 75 Big Boog Meetings in Pinellas. 

 Pinellas County Group Highlight of the Month 

Group Name: Common Solution Group  

Monday 7:30pm OBBst, Thursday 7:30pm OBBD 

The Common Solution Group was started in October of 1986. It was formed 

after a small group that called itself “ The Basic Text Group” folded and the 

members went their ways. Two of these strong sober members, Gary H. and 

Roger H. both wanted a fresh beginning. The new group was formed. After a 

group conscience discussion, it was decided the new name for the group 

would be “Common Solution” because they all felt this was it!  This was the 

solution common to every one recovering to keeping sober one day at a 

time. But, this group has been dealt some difficulties. It has faced many 

challenges that has forced it to move over and over to new locations. Due to 

a member who was always sitting up on the judge’s bench with his feet on 

the bench, they had to move from the courthouse to Grace Lutheran 

Church. The first meeting was October 1987. In 1989, it expanded to 2 

meetings and grew to 40 members. For the first time, the group had elec-

tions –they elected the GSR, Treasurer, Intergroup Representative and Sec-

retary.  At one point, the draw to the group led to an expanded meeting 

schedule.  

Then, in 2003, with so many options for meetings in Pinellas County, it 

caused this group to diminish again.  They moved to Norwood Baptist in 

2014 before the last move to the Church of the Beatitudes in December 

2015. Now, this group has two meetings a week. They felt they should both 

be open meetings. One a Big Book discussion meeting and one a Step Big 

Book meeting. The members believe some of the founders of the group are 

still attending meetings for the “Common Solution.” And we know what that 

is. The 12 steps of AA.  

A statement about District 1 Archives Committee: Archives service is more 

than a custodial activity. It is a means by which we collect, preserve and 

share the rich and meaningful heritage of our fellowship. With love and 

service from Leslie B., the archives liaison to the Plain and Straight.  

The Steps, Traditions & Concepts—February 

Step 
Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of 
God as we understand him. 
Tradition 
The only requirement for A.A membership is a desire to stop drink-
ing.  
Concept 
To insure effective leadership, we should endow each element of AA  - 
the Conference, the General Service Board  and it’s service corporations, 
staffs, committees, and executives—with a traditional “Right of Decision 

Tradition 3—From a Local Member 

When I first got into the program of Alcoholics Anonymous I heard argu-
ments concerning ‘addicts’ or “and a’s” as some old timers liked to call it 
(I am an alcoholic and a(n) ___).  Other arguments said that you must 
believe in God or the steps of Alcoholics Anonymous.  Then there was the 
dispute about defining a real alcoholic (pure alcoholic) as opposed to a 
fake or potential alcoholic.  Yet the spirit behind Tradition Three is quite 
clear—that the only requirement is a desire to stop drinking—all inclu-
sive, non- exclusive.  The Twelve and Twelve states that you are a member 
if you say so (page 139).  Moreover, it states that “…we must never com-
pel anyone to pay anything, believe anything, or conform to anything 
(page 141).”   

What about people that do not have a desire to stop drinking but still 
want to attend meetings (maybe to support their spouse, to learn about 
the program, or to check up on someone)?  What if a person has been 
drinking, do we allow them to come into the meeting?  Suppose a person 
is disruptive?  Groups are autonomous—some more tolerant than others.  
Still, the spirit of Tradition three is all-inclusive.  This creates a level play-
ing field—whether you are king of the world, or merely a homeless bum, 
none are immune from alcoholism—therefore, none should be excluded 
from A.A. 

Open meetings are available for non-alcoholics.  The traditional stance is 
that in open meetings only alcoholics share and they confine the discus-
sion to their problems with alcohol.  This opens the doors for many differ-
ent types of people.  Many of us talk to supportive people of alcoholics 
after the meeting and direct them to Al-Anon Family Groups—a group 
that helps the family understand and deal with their own pitfalls of alco-
holism. 

Closed meetings are for members only (as defined by Tradition Three).  
Often, people are so situated that anonymity is needed and expected.  
There may be men’s groups, female groups, meetings for gays, and other 
closed groups, with the purpose of helping the alcoholic to stay sober 
while allowing for identification with specific groups.    

Tradition Three is about having enough faith that Alcoholics Anonymous 
survival is in God’s hands.  Fear creates membership rules and regula-
tions.  Faith promotes the spirit of love and tolerance of everyone.  Let 
anyone that needs the hand of Alcoholics Anonymous be able to reach it.  
And, when I carry this spirit into the world, I learn the meaning of love for 
our fellow.  Diversity in my world allows my world to grow and me to 
grow in my world. 

 the Anti Promises: 

If we procrastinate at this phase of our development, we will be overwhelmed before we are halfway through. We are going to know the old chaos and the 
old misery. We will cling to the past and not stop reliving it. We will know confusion and live in chaos. No matter how long we have been sober, we will find 
little reason to share our experience with others. Those feelings of usefulness and self esteem will disappear. We will lose interest in selfless things and gain 
interest in ourselves. Self seeking will increase. Our whole attitude and outlook on life will suck. Fear of people and Of economic insecurity will come back. 
We will intuitively know how to blow situations we'd been handling. We will suddenly realize that GOD isn't doing for us what we are  

Are these extravagant promises? We know not. They come true every day - sometimes quickly, sometimes slowly. They will always materialize if we sit back 
on our ass and do nothing.  Brian S. 

http://aapinellas.org/newcomer/newcomer.htm#beginners
http://aapinellas.org/newcomer/newcomer.htm#speaker
http://aapinellas.org/newcomer/newcomer.htm#discussion
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       Travel             AA Things to Do       Tampa Bay Area 

Don’t see your event or special date? Please submit event info to P n S Editor at Plainandstraight@aapinellas.org 

 

March 

Indian Rocks Group  Anniversary  Spaghetti Dinner & Meeting 

March 30th 6pm Dinner | 8pm  Speaker Meeting | Free  | Bring Salad or Dessert 

April 

SoberSticks Spring In Tampa 

April 7th—9th | Little Manatee River | Stewart 813-455-7260 

Area 15 Assembly 

April 7—9th Boca Raton, FL Marriott 

Pinellas County Intergroup Picnic 

April 23rd Ft. De Soto Picnic Tierra Verde, FL  

May 

Dick D. Memorial Coed Softball Tournament 

May 6th Gasden Park Register by May 1st | Teams of 12 $100| Call Tim Central Office Tampa  813-933-9123 

Holiday Isles 60th Anniversary  

May 6th 6pm to 8pm | Dinner, History Meeting, Raffles & Band “Rule 64” 

Our Common Problem Anniversary 

May 26th 6pm  | Dinner & Tradition’s Play | Prince of Peach Church Fellowship Hall 

Group Announcements 

Walsingham Group 

New Beginners Meeting | Friday 7pm 

Any event which is run by A.A’s, about A.A., and for A.A’s is an event.  Some are under the auspices of regions, areas, or districts; others of central offices or Intergroups or 

even groups; and still others of a committee of A.A. members. Al-anons are included in some events. Many of the events are service-connected, others are purely for A.A. 

sharing and fun. (News and notes from the general service office of A.A, aa.org website G.S.O’s Frequently Asked Questions 
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February Unity Meeting  Groups, Speakers & Highlights 

 2/4/17 St. Pete Saturday Night Bonfire Group 

Dottie”SD9/22/14.  I couldn’t take it anymore. Counseling didn’t work. She said, “you are going to 3 meetings a week, &  one will be a women’s 
& it wasn’t as bad as I thought it was gonna be.” 

Steven”SD8/28/15. Steps 4 & 5, I needed a moral overhaul & Step 12 my sponsor said, "what does your mode of transportation have to do with 
your experience to help others?" 

2/11/17Serenity Seekers@455Scotland@Highland/Dunedin 

Molly”SD3/29/07. Don’t let what AA gave you take you back out. My husband is in the program & one time, he called me a walking character 
defect, & we laugh about it!” 

Andy”SD7/27/13.I never thought I would quit drinking, but now I can’t imagine a life with alcohol, anymore.” 

2/18/17ABE'S Place Log Cabin @ 5400 Seminole Bvd "Bring your KIDS! We love them!" 

Ashley-"SD11/13/15. I can connect better w/ the older people & I got a sponsor, started working the steps, everything in my life has changed. 
The best thing this program has  brought in my life is peace & Christmas Breakfast meeting @ Abe's Place..." 

Lucy-"SD10/12/02. Step #2, I started hearing Good Orderly Direction, Great Out Doors, Group of Drunks. I stayed sober during the divorce, these 
women teach me how to live & relationships-when it's frustration & fear, I need to let go." 

 2/25/17Attitude Adjustment@7am@moved to 1812 Highland/by SunsetPt 

Kurt-"SD11/12/82. Part of my recovery was to learn what my feelings are & how to deal with it. The 4th step is how I figured out who I was & I 
tried substituting good behavior for bad behavior.” 

Steve-"SD1/11/96. When we're sponsoring, we're dealing with people's lives, & I share that I was the last one to know that I was an alcoholic." 

Who is Coming Up? Meet people from other groups for fun, fellowship & Unity! 

 

 

 

 

 03/25/17 4th Dimension 

  04/01/17 49ers' Group 

  04/08/17 GOYA 

  04/15/17 Attitude Adjustment 

  04/22/17 Back to the Book 

  04/29/17 What's Your Motive 

  05/06/17 St Pete Group 

  05/13/17 Attitude Adjustment 

  05/20/17 2250 Group 

  05/27/17 Design For Living Group 
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NOVEMBER 2016 

Birthday Contributions: Virginia H. $12, Leslie C. $27 

Please only send anniversaries for the month.  Please don’t send next month’s anniversaries.  Also please send only one email with all your  

celebrants. Submission deadline 3rd of Each month.  GO TO AAPINELLAS.ORG  
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Stay “In the Know” of  current meeting changes,  events “In the Know” of  current 

meeting changes,  events and other AA  related topics by     getting them delivered 

right to your inbox!   

Visit:  www.aapinellas.org and click the link on the left -hand side under District 1 to 

join!  

Correction’s  from last months newsletter: 

Picnic Committee Email Address Fortdesotopicnic@gmail.com 

 Feb 17 

A Work In Progress Group 50.00  

AA By The Sea Group 300.00  

After Work Bunch 373.50  

At The End Of The Rainbow 94.46  

Back Porch Lunch Bunch 200.00  

BAIGIS 20.00  

Batman's Men's Meeting 507.00  

Blind Pass Group 50.00  

Corrections 120.00  

Countryside Group 50.00  

Countryside Men's Group 150.00  

Free Spirits 55.00  

Go After Your Sobriety 240.00  

Humility Group 240.00  

Intergroup Meeting 61.00  

Into Action 100.00  

Keep It Simple 100.00  

Ladies' Beach Serenity Break Group 30.00  

Log Cabin Speakers 25.00  

Our Common Problem Group 50.00  

Palm Harbor Group 153.67  

Primary Purpose 48.00  

Progress Not Perfection Group 50.00  

Saturday Morning Men's Step (SH) 59.40  

Saturday Night Bonfire Group 50.00  

Serenity Club Of Clearwater 100.00  

Serenity Seekers Group 474.90  

Sisters On A Journey 60.00  

St Pete Group 10.00  

Steering Committee Meeting 8.00  

Steps To Sobriety Workshop 100.00  

Sunset Beach Group 200.00  

TGIS Women's Meeting 376.15  

Unity Meeting 257.75  

Wayout Northeast Group 150.00  

Women's Step Up Group 25.00  

 4,938.83  

Intergroup Page 

Meet your Helpline Chair 

It's been a privilege to serve on this team. I joined the helpline July 23,1997 the day I 
got my first telephone upon moving to Florida. A call to the helpline in South Jersey 
saved my life a year or so before.  Back then land lines were all that was allowed. A 
call service would take the initial call and dispatch to someone waiting at home.   

These days our system is a little more sophisticated but the message and results are 
the same.  This morning I received a call from a fella in a local hospital. He had several 
months of sobriety over 10 years ago but now finds himself in physical and emotional 
ruin. He requested a visitor. I began my search which normally only takes a moment 
to find a willing volunteer. My thoughts turned to a friend who he himself is going 
thru a time of despair could use the uplift we get from a 12 step call . Knowing he 
lives in another county an hour from here I asked him to just call the newcomer... I 
continued my local search. I found a good match who would stop by the hospital later 
and make arrangements to help him to a meeting the day of his release.  

A short while later I discovered the newcomer was being released later that day and 
my out of town friend was on his way to pick him up even though his finances  were 
quite slender.   What he didn't know was the fact that my friend called me the night 
before ready to throw in the towel. But he didn't quit 5 minutes before the miracle 
happened. He stuck it out maybe because of a little encouragement.  So tonight as I 
lay in bed combing thru my daily inventory I realized my own miracle, one we all 
share at some point. I realized that my God trusts me with His children. I should nev-
er take that lightly nor should I waste an opportunity to be of service. 

If you want to be part of this amazing journey then jump onboard...get involved.  

Dave R. 

"If it's not inconvenient, then it's probably not service work." 


